Fracture of fusion mass following anterior cervical plate removal: Case report.
We present the case of a delayed pseudoarthrosis resulting from a fracture at the site of a radiographically confirmed anterior cervical fusion following plate removal. In this case, an anterior cervical plate was removed to allow for further surgery at a supra-adjacent level. A modicum of literature exists describing delayed fractures following hardware removal in thoracolumbar fusion constructs. The development of a fracture/pseudoarthrosis following hardware removal at the site of a radiographically confirmed anterior cervical fusion has not been previously reported. We describe the clinical presentation and operative management in the case of this rare and unexpected complication.